
Major annoucement

MRFF $28.9 Million funding 
success for ALHI and XVD

Read more 
inside

The Department of Health has announced the Australian Lung Health Initiative 

(ALHI) as recipient of  $28.9 million in funding from the Australian Federal 

Government’s Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) Frontier Health and Medical 

Research initiative enabling medical breakthroughs with the potential 

to impact on a global scale. 
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Major Announcement
MRFF success  
for ALHI and XVD
ALHI is a joint venture of 4DMedical, the University of 

Adelaide and the South Australian Health and Medical 

Research Institute (SAHMRI), established to deliver 

groundbreaking lung healthcare advancements.  The funding 

provided by the MRFF Frontier initiative will be used by ALHI 

in progressing development of the world’s first dedicated lung 

function scanner, XVD Scanner™, producing detailed lung 

information using an automated scanning process.  

XVD Scanners will be integrated with 4DMedical’s proprietary 

XV Technology™, overcoming the limitations of existing 

diagnostics and imaging tools by providing low dose, contrast 

free rapid lung analysis for adults and children. 

This visionary support by the 

Australian Government, announced 

by Health Minister Greg Hunt, 

enables ALHI to continue research 

and development of XVD Scanners 

and extend the work done following 

ALHI’s successful MRFF Frontier 

Stage One funding in April 2019.  

With additional funding provided 

by the MRFF Stage Two grant, as 

well as investor support through 

4DMedical’s recent institutional 

placement and share purchase plan, the project  represents 

a significant injection into Australia’s medical technology 

industry expected to deliver the professional imaging 

technology workforce of the future.

This joint venture brings together world-leading scientists, 

physicists, engineers, medical researchers, respiratory 

physiologists, data scientists and manufacturers.

The project’s Chief Investigator, Dr Andreas Fouras, thanked 

the Australian Government and Minister Hunt for recognising 

the potential of ALHI’s submission and the significant health 

and economic outcomes it offers.  “It is particularly timely for 

this project to come to fruition”, said Dr Fouras, Managing 

Director and Chief Executive Officer of 4DMedical.  “Never 

before has lung health been such a focus in the world, and 

we look forward to showcasing Australia’s excellent R&D 

capability in commercialising this vision.  4DMedical’s XV 

Technology is uniquely suited to diagnostic support and 

monitoring of patients with COVID-19 and has been cleared 

for that use by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA).”

Health Minister Greg Hunt

continues from cover

“In particular, we are 
tremendously exited by the 
potential of XVD Scanners 
to provide faster, lower cost 
and safer lung analysis for 
both adults and children.”
Lusia Guthrie



ALHI Chair and 4DMedical board member Lusia Guthrie 

emphasised the potential of the ALHI project and its ability to 

drive significantly improved patient outcomes.  “This outcome 

reflects the research excellence and spirit of collaboration that 

permeates our alliance and has underpinned this joint success.  

I’d like to thank our collaborators at 4DMedical, the University 

of Adelaide and SAHMRI for their continuing contributions 

and particularly recognise the tenacity of Dr Andreas Fouras in 

gaining this support through the MRFF Frontier initiative.” 

“Delivering improved technology to diagnose and assess the 

lungs will have major benefits both on a local and global scale, 

such as enabling the most disenfranchised members of our 

community to receive this high-quality lung imaging technology,” 

Ms Guthrie added.  “In particular, we are tremendously excited 

by the potential of XVD Scanners to provide faster, lower cost 

and safer lung analysis for both adults and children.”

More than seven million Australians and one billion people globally 

are impacted by lung disease, creating a global market opportunity 

for lung diagnostics of more than $40 billion per annum.  

Executive Director of SAHMRI, Professor Steve Wesselingh, 

highlighted the transformative benefits of the project.  

“Collaboration, innovation and impact on health care are in 

SAHMRI’s DNA,” he said.  “This project is a shining example 

of those values coming together to improve the health of the 

communities we work for.”

“This project delivers ground-breaking lung scanners that are 

safe, rapid and easy to use”, said Dr Stephen Rodda, Executive 

Director for Innovation and Commercial Partnerships at The 

University of Adelaide.  “They enable detailed functional analysis 

for patients of any age, including filling the critical unmet need 

for sensitive lung health assessment for young children.” 

“Respiratory physiologists from University of Adelaide will lead 

preclinical verification of the new scanners at the National 

Imaging Facility node at SAHMRI”, added Dr Rodda.  “These 

dedicated XVD Scanners will be used by researchers from 

around Australia to study lung diseases and their treatments, 

also providing feedback to scanner development.   

This collaboration is a prime example of the University of 

Adelaide working in partnership with SAHMRI and industry to 

commercialise research.”

Development of XVD Scanners will continue with the first 

units expected to be deployed into Australian hospitals in 

early 2022.  The commercialisation of first generation XVD  

Scanners is targeted for 2023.

Recent Business Initiatives
Appointment of Craige 
Pendleton-Browne as  
Chief Information Officer
4DMedical is pleased to announce the appointment of  

Mr Craige Pendleton-Browne to the role of Chief Information 

Officer (CIO).

Craige is a highly qualified executive 

bringing over 25 years’ experience 

in the information technology 

industry to 4DMedical, having held 

senior leadership roles in operations, 

technology and product development.  

He has extensive expertise working in 

the UK and Australia with companies 

including iCareHealth (now Telstra 

Health), ASX-listed OFC Group, 

News International and News Digital 

Media (both subsidiaries of News 

Corporation).

Most recently, Craige worked in London as CIO of one of Europe 

and the UK’s leading online doctor services Zava, and previously 

as Chief Technology Officer at money transfer and forex provider 

WorldFirst.

Passionate about technology, product development and  

user experience, Craige is responsible for leading 4DMedical’s 

Information Technology Department, overseeing development of 

business transforming technology-based products  

and projects.

Commenting on the appointment, 4DMedical Managing Director 

and CEO, Andreas Fouras said: “We are absolutely thrilled to 

welcome someone of Craige’s calibre to our executive leadership 

team. Craige is joining 4DMedical at an exciting time and we 

believe he can add significant value to the Company’s future 

growth and technology development.”

As part of his appointment, Craige will be based in 4DMedical’s 

Melbourne headquarters following his relocation from London 

from where he is currently operating.
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Recent Business Initiatives
Port Melbourne  
facility occupied
4DMedical’s newest site in the Fishermans Bend industrial 

district of Port Melbourne is now occupied, with the Sales and 

Marketing staff in residence along with advance elements of 

our Research team led by Vice President Imaging Systems, Jon 

Dusting.  Eventually 20-30 people will call Phillip Court their 

4DMedical workplace.

The complex comprises a two-storey office of 485 square 

metres area and 1,282 square metres of factory space large 

enough to accommodate a football pitch to house 4DMedical’s 

Advanced Manufacturing Facility.  

Along with manufacture of scanning hardware, the factory 

space will include a ‘showroom’ enabling examples of all the 

company’s equipment to be displayed in a purpose-built 

environment enabling visual aspects of technology to be 

conveyed by media such as interactive video.

An official opening ceremony for this new manufacturing site is 

planned for later in 2021.

Andreas Fouras and 
XVD Technology on  
7 News 
4DMedical’s CEO/CTO was interviewed on 

Australia’s number one rated news program on 

Friday 19 March together with commentary 

from UNSW paediatrics subject matter expert 

Professor Adam Jaffe, conveying the potential 

of XVD scanner technology to an audience of 

1.64 million viewers nationally.

Click here to view video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4xFP3Jm3FU

Artists impression of new manufacturing facility.


